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The Young China Party (YCP) 1s one of several relic parties now centered
in Hong Eong which, although throughout its history 1t has oomosed the
Kuordntang; has not Joined the Chinese Communisés in the new goverament.
The YCP was founced in BEurcve about 1923. Its nrincinpal founders were
LI Buang (% 7% ', YU Chisechu (2 'K % ), TSHNG Ch's (¥ :5 ) and HO
Im=chih (4] %2 % ). The main princivles of the narty wers, and are,
democracy and na‘ionalism.

The YCP oripinally ovnosed the Kuomintang on the grounis of Nationalism,
specifically objeeting to the nre~1928 inciusion of Corrmnists 1a the
Kuomintang anl l:.ter objectinz to Javanese influence in it. Thus,
varenthetically, the YCP has the longest an%i~-Chinese Communist Party (CCI)
record of any moilitical grouv in China. The struzile batueen the Kuominteng
and the YCP was gontinual from 1923 until 1939. During this veriol the YCP
undervent relentless persecution, but it recruited & considerable membershin
in academic circles.

The YCP was active in promoting suerrilla activities in Manchuria after the
Jananese occupstion, and summorted the 19th Route Army in the Shrnshai daitles
of 1931-32. After 1932 most of 1ts lesders tool refuge in Szechuan, where
they were protectied by the warlords there, mainly LIU Hsiang and LIU Ven-hmi.
Here they mublished thelr own newspaver, organiszed guerrilla overations and
based underground pelitical work in 21l parts of Chins. They were nariticuo-
larly active in universities, where they en=nlled many students 2nd orofessors.
MHany of thess were from Southeast Asia, where they now reside.

The YCP's politicel influence was greatly mllified by %he Kuomintang afier
the end of the Preific Var, when the grerter vart of the TCP, led by TSENG
Ch'i, T30 Chluan- sheng and. CH'EN Chi-t'ien (P “% % ), accented the offer
of the Kuomintang to cooverate in Joining » muléiverty goverament. A cone
siderable faction of the party, led by LI Huang and HO Lu~chih, refused to
cooverabe. This develooment cost the YOP considerable supvere, but the
leaders vho favored cooveration were couvinced by Premier CIAG Chiun, who
had been one of the YCF's sumporters during its Szechusn days, that they
could play & neccssary, reforming role in the government.

L

During 1947 and 1948 the ceoverating factlon of the YCP was active in
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the National Aszenbly and the Legislative Yu.n, where they consistently
backed LI Tsung-Jen and oniosed GHIANG Kai-shek and the GO Clique. However,
they were ajtaclked by the balanee of the Party as being too close to the
Kvomintang. Of the cooverating faction, T3¥NG Ch'i is in America, and

TS0 Chluan~sheng and CH!FN Chi-tien are on Taiwnn, working closely with

the Xuominteng. II Ruang is in Hong Kong, atterpting o make an accomo-
dation with the Comrmnists through the instrumentality of CHANG Len,
Chairman of the Democratic League »nd YANG Shu-ming Gz aa 43)e HO
In=chih is in Hong Xong, trying to restore 2t least some part of the

YCP's former indevendence.

The YCP has always concentrated on buiiding ue its membership in educational
circles, loeal gentry (including schoolmasters, district ani sub=district
chiefs and local militia lea’ers), small landlords and younger and junior
army officers. It had about 3,000 registered members in the latter group
in 1938. Many of these were retired at the end of the Pacific War, when
CH'"N Ch'eng diamissed manmy officers not nersonally attached to him. All
of these younger officers had been recruited and indoctrinated by the

YCP and sent by the YCP %o various military meademiss such as the Yunnan
Provincial Military College (about 250}, Ginling (Manking) Military School
(about 350), Northeastern M\iitary College (about 1,200), Hangchow Revenue
Guards Training School {about 300) and the Szechuan Military Training School
and 21lst Army Officers’ Training School (about 800).

Centers vhere th2 YCP still exerciges consideradle influence throu-h resident
membership of persons with military backgrounds are:

8. Szechman =~ the Lei-Ma~P'ing-0 (& % Ji 5} area, the northern boundary of
3zechuan, where the North Szechuan Mountain Defense Corps (Ch'uan Pei
Shan Pangewed Tui | s Ly ¥ 427 $: ) 43 an old YCP military formation,
and the following haien: Chungking, Hsin tu, Fu shun, Jen shou, Chlang
chin, Han nu, Chien yang and ¥uan. Here the YCP has worked uith and
hss contacts with the Ke~lao~Hui.

b. Honan =- Vanhsi hsien.

¢. Sikang Province -~ Lughan and T'lenchuan hglen.

4. Evangtung Province -~ Lienshan and Zast River areas.

e. Kiangsu and Shekiang Provines —— Tiaihu, Haunhai and Iungch'van areas.

f. Anhul Province -~ Taniehshan, esvecially in the vicinity of Lihuang,
and Tangtu halen.

g. Uortheastern Provines ~- Scattered influence mainly com*n: from remnants
of the extensive, successful antl=Japanese guerrilla oderations led by
TOP members MIAC Klo~hsiw (i3 1 A ) and TENG Tiehenel (}.2{; /;fx s Y

h. Shantung Prorince -~ Scattered influence from former YCP anti-Jansnese
veluntesrs,

i. Shenzi Province == Scattered influence from former military subordinates
of YEN Hsi-shan.

Centers in Southeast Asia where the YCP is influential in the local Chinese
cormanity by reason of its membership among educators an? among alumal of
Chinese universities are: Manila, Hanoi, Saigon, Jakarta and Singavore.

YCP leaders in Hong Kong are in regular contact with some membars in China

Approved For Release 2002/013REIA-RDP82-00457R004900100007-4

CONFIDENTIA



10.

11.

12.

Approved For Release 2002/01/24 : CIA-RDP82-00457R004900100007-4

/ CONFIDENTIAL

sEghmT 25X1A
CENTRAL INTELTIGTICE AG=ICY -
-3 -

prover and in Scutheast Asia, and ir occasional ard irregular contact
with many others.

For the present. the Hong Kong activities of the YCP are under the control
of HSIEH Ch'eng-p'ing (4] & -F ) and HO Lu-chih. The greater vort of
the efforts of the Hong Kong leadere go toward the wublication of their
magazine, the Irdevendent Ffront (Tau~yu Ch'ien~hsien (§ j iy %% ). Its
total eirculaticn is in the neighborhood of 3,000 and its total paid eircue
latlien is in the neighborhood of 2,500. The magazine retails at HKCO 40,
of which the distributor retains about HER$0.30. The ten cents received by
the rublishers do not cover printing costs. All articles are contributed,
no payment being made. Shioments of the magazine $o Southeast Asia are
handled by » cormercial agency which takes all of the conles it can cet.

In addition to this publishing enternrise, the Hong Kong leaders are

occunied In consnltation with other YCP members, molitical liberals without
specific party affiliation, anti-~-CC Clique Kuomintang members, Kwangsi

Cligne merbers znd similar persons resident in Kong EKong. ‘heir aim in so
doing is to attemnt to restore the eariier anti-CCP, anti-Knominteng nosition
of the leadershiv of the YCP.

The avathy of the average political refugee in Hong Xong, engendered by recent
develonments in China, is not shared by leaders of the YOP, who feel that they
mst continue to strive for the realization of their volitienl ideals. A
draft of a vrogram for their activities, vrevared for their own guidance,
follows:

Hoy %o Save Democracy in Ching

“After having heard the statement *U.S. will not give up China,' and after
separately and collectively careful ccnsiderations arong ourselves, we must
boldly advance the follewing proposals.

"A. A Research Tnstitute* will be established with the functions:

"(1) to enlighten 2nd to foster the fundamental and true ideals of
Democracy.

%(2) to study the various vhases of political theories and to dig out
their $ruth and fallacy -~ esvecially of Communism.

(3) to vrepare to edncate the general masses of the public in true
Democracy.

"(4) to plan and to formulate the molicy of China’s Relideration
lovemens. ; .

"(5) to cultivate and to select personnel to direct the above movement.

"(6) to supsrvise the underground movement.

"(7) 1% is an elastic organization which is able to house all elderly
Democratic Liveral elements to form a United Front.

"3, An United Derocratic Committee™® will be formed:

"(1) to unite all the vrogressive liberal elements who are neither
vro=Comrunist nor reactionary.

"(2) to execute the policy formulated by the Research Institute.

"(3) to help ani to push the undersround moverent on the Continent.

The Research Institute is like a combined general staff and the Unitsd
Democratic Jommittee like a genersl headquarters of an army.

"C. Information Organizations: Various Information Organizations in the
form of Radio Stations, Newsmaner Publications and various other
vamphlets and neriodleals esnecially in Chinese will be eatahléished
to tell the Chinese gen~ral =mublic the truth ani rnot to be misled by
twisted prodaganda.

"D, Democratic sdincational 1nst1tutions in the Communist territorv such
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as misionry schools mast be efficiently ond ecarsfully used as
the nluces to tench Democracy:

#(1) The s udent’s burden will be rinimired so th~t it can be
renchod by all comron weonle.

#{2) Scholsrshivs vill be liberally and genercusly awarded so
that %t will increase the enrollment.

"3. To heln the "refugees’ to escane from the Comrmanist bondage and to
fortify the belief and %o stirengthen the nosition of those who have
escaned.

"F. To keep contact with political liberals and military leaders vwhe
surrendersd- to the Communist Government by passive means.

"G. To awake the gensral mass of the veovle in the Communist territory,
evchh Communisto themselves, to the hiddien immerialism behind inter—
national Comrunise.?

The Hong Kong lcaders of the YCP have heen considering possibilitics for
leadership of a third varty movemen$. Of fisr% consideration is LI Tsung-jen.
LI, hovev=r, lacks many of the qualificationsef a novular leader, VWhen LI
vag elected Vico President, it resulted from a great nooular demand for

new leadershin, change and reform. Many of the delegates who voted for

LI did 86 in defiance of instructions from warty leaders %o summort other
candidates. LI. however, never resnonied to this nonular Aemand. He always
assessed the volitical situation in terms of clique relationshing, and he
was alvays so fearful of the CHIANG that he hesitated to act voaitively and
indenendently. Thus, much of his followins drovved away. Tl has a very
lirited imagina‘ion, and he is very bally advised by those closest to him,
vho are iniividuels without mmch knowledze or understanding of any »roblems
net relating specifically 4o Xwangsi Province.

There is little hove for finding effective anti-Comrunist le~dershiv among
the chiefs of the non-Comrunist narties oregently a mart of the coclition
Government. These individuals have heen thornughly tramed by the CC: anu
they nave no omvortunity for indenendent vwolitical action. They are at=-
terpting to orgenine and work against the Commumists on a covert bagils, but
unless there is o serious split of soma kind in the CCP i% is hard to see
how they can gain any indevendence by bthese menns.

T'o one of the anti-Xuomingang and anti-CCP molitiecal nergonnges outside of
China vrover has a significantly large following or qualities of leadershin,
although many of thege individuals have excellent nollitical remtations and
small following: on whom they ean count. Carson CHA'IG is regarded as theo-
retical and imoractieal and shows little interest in the practical problems
which mist be met if any anti-Comrmrist movement is to guceceed. IU 'eng~yu,
in comrmon with slmost all the other intellectuals in this group, has too much
of a theoretical bias and is ruch teo cautious.

Only two of the buginessmen who mizht be nlaced in tais catesory have ever
given any indicztion of interest in leading, or varticivating, in any ime
vortant wey. in an snti-Corrmnist “olitical movemeni. These are K.P. CH'EY
and Y. T. MIAO. CH'R®I, however, is also an over-cautious individual. He
would rather affilinte himaelf with such a roverment thon attemot to lead it

in any very mocitive way. ©'IAO 1s overly concerned with his versonal fortune.
and his close tiss with LUYG Yun make him susvect.

Perhans the most active vwerson ia this category is General SUN Peo-keng, who
is atter>ting to »romote his own narty, and to get sunport for 1t. SUY s
genérally mistrusted by the other apti~fuominteng, anti-Communist liberals

by reason of his nast record. He was once expelled fror the Young China
Party for revealing party secrets to the Japanese police. Carson CHAYG '
expelled hir from the Democratic Socialist Party for unknown reasons, orobably
for a breack of Jarty discivline. Alsc, SUV has close assceintions with the
Vharmoa Cligue, ~nd through them with CUYANG Kpi—shele, 7%

* -ngmngo The "Resesren Tnatituse’ mentioned in the plang
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needs some elucidation. This is a device comrmenly ermloyed in

Chinese mwolitics. It will, for ezarvle, be recalled thot LI

Chi-ghen rd TSAI Ting-I'at had such =n institution during the

neriod of their exile in Hong Kong. The research institute serves

nany ournoses. Prooaganda-wise, it ig a center for the formalation

and exnrescion of the thesretical nositi~n of the groun controlliing

it. The irnortance of this sort of activity 43 generally under-
estirated by Vestern observers, who 4o not realive thrt what ammears

to them as emvty. turzid and rhetorical nolitical theorizing usually

hzs a tremenions aopeal to the Chinese intellectusls to whom 1t is
addressed, and that snch persons are rot went to act politieally

without a theoretical vosition on which to base &heir acts. Also,

the regearch institute gserves as o reans for training and indoctrinating
Politicnl workers, asgain a procedure more necessary and more imnortant
in China than in the Yest. The institute also serves as a means to
sumnort party elders, giving them something to do and »aying them moder—
ately to do it. Such individuals, if they are ot all well known, inevi~
trbely attract varing students. Some of the latter come of their own
accord, and others whose familiss are wembers of the warty ranning the
institute nre sent to study there. Finally, the student bedy of the
institute serves as a reservoir for varty workers, indoctrinated students
used in »ariy activities in accordance with their cavacities, or sent else-
where for training. It might be added thot the institute nlvays wublishes
the writings of 4ts faculty members, and so serves as an orgnn for the
orovagandsa nosition of the controlling narty.

_—(LT"L?AE The "united demoeratic committee® nentioned in the
nlan refers to effcrts %o associnte the YOP with the Damocratic Scei-lists

and with other anti-CHIANG and anti-Communiszt zrovns, 20 as to renair asore
of the damase to the prestige of the YCP oceastoned by the develummente
rentioned ir. parngra-h 4.

- mpmne&&. It is becoring avmarent th-t the YCP, lacking a
8ingle leader, is attempting %o gather a number of these individuals

with small followings ani sore status in Chinese 7olitics into some
forral organization. Behind this front the nresent leadershin in Anng
Eong would like to consider itself a more moweritul scource which 43 to
nrovide the imolerentation, the Arive, for the roverent.
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